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1 I -- you know, because every time you build 

2 something, there's other costs that come along with 

3 it. Once you have a building, you have to maintain 

4 and take care of it; and I just wondered, based on 

5 maybe the existing Kaunoa Senior Center and some of 

6 the operational expenses, what can we anticipate the 

7 annual costs to be for operating expenses for this 

8 type of facility? 

9 MR. WONG: Based on the B -- budget alone, which is just 

10 the operations services, we're looking at about 

11 50,000. 

12 COUNCILMEMBER JOHNSON: Okay. Thank you. 

13 CHAIR HOKAMA: Thank you. Mr. Kane. 

14 COUNCILMEMBER KANE: I just want to come back to the point 

15 that Mr. Nishiki had earlier regarding the Liquor 

16 Control Office; and the response, it seemed -- well, 

17 I heard you say a security component in there. And 

18 my concern is: Are we asking the liquor 

19 commissioners to go outside of the scope of their 

20 jobs in providing security for this building or for 

21 this property? Again, I just want an understanding 

22 of that. 

23 MR. WONG: No, it's just by their presence on site, they 

24 

25 

would be able to let us know if there's anything 

that's been happening within the premises. 
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1 COUNCILMEMBER KANE: Okay. Thank you for that 

2 clarification. 

3 CHAIR HOKAMA: Okay. Thank you. Okay. Mr. Nishiki, you 

4 had another area that you would like to --

5 COUNCILMEMBER NISHIKI: Yeah, Page 7, the area that Dain 

6 asked because I think this is real important for the 

7 integrity of this project and what was represented 

8 to us and what now I understand. Page 7, Kalani --

9 and I'll walk up with you -- (inaudible). 

10 CHAIR HOKAMA: Okay. You need to speak in the mic, 

11 please, so --

12 COUNCILMEMBER NISHIKI: Yeah, thank you. 

13 CHAIR HOKAMA: Thank you. 

14 COUNCILMEMBER NISHIKI: You said that the sliver of an 

15 area that we don't have clear title to is here. 

16 MR. WONG: Yes, within that portion. 

17 COUNCILMEMBER NISHIKI: Not within this building area. 

18 What does this here represent, nothing? 

19 MR. WONG: Nothing. 

20 COUNCILMEMBER NISHIKI: Okay. 

21 MR. WONG: (Inaudible) . 

22 CHAIR HOKAMA: Okay. So that everybody is clear, the 

23 

24 

25 

sliver of questionable title is in the upper 

left-hand corner of the site plan. 

What did Mr. -- Mr. Nishiki, what were you 
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1 concerned about, the sliver that continued from that 

2 bus --

3 COUNCILMEMBER NISHIKI: The bus right there, the one 

4 that --

5 CHAIR HOKAMA: -- from the right-hand corner? 

6 COUNCILMEMBER NISHIKI: Yeah. 

7 CHAIR HOKAMA: Okay. 

8 MR. WONG: (Inaudible) . 

9 CHAIR HOKAMA: Does the members need clarification? Okay. 

10 If not, Ms. Lee, do you have a comment? 

11 MS. LEE: Mr. Chair, I just want to remind the Council --

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

Committee members that the sliver was never -- the 

sliver issue was never resolved. If you recall, 

this matter is still pending within the Committee of 

the Whole; and what we had presented to you 

initially was for you to accept both parcels. The 

sliver would had -- would have had a quitclaim deed, 

and the other parcel had a clear title. So, that 

wasn't a -- really a problem. 

So, we still need to resolve the matter of 

the sliver. And my recommendation will be that we 

proceed with a friendly condemnation of the sliver, 

which is about 4200 square feet and then anyone who 

has a legitimate claim to that property could make 

that claim -- register that claim and we could then 
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1 resolve this matter. 

2 This is going to be coming to you -- to 

3 Mr. Kane's committee very shortly. The reason why 

4 now -- there's a sense of urgency now is because of 

5 the bankruptcy which was filed by Amfac a few weeks 

6 ago, which we had talked about when we discussed 

7 this matter. 

8 So, under a friendly condemnation, what 

9 happens is we would be able to take control of this 

10 site as soon as the filing is completed and then if 

11 anybody -- and then the bankruptcy judge would then 

12 set aside a certain period of time for any 

13 legitimate claims to be made; but the County at that 

14 time would have site control. 

15 So, to me, this is probably the best 

16 compromise to address the concerns Council members 

17 had regarding the actual ownership of this sliver 

18 and that people do have the opportunity to make 

19 claims and at the same time it wouldn't stop this 

20 project because we would be able to take immediate 

21 site control. 

22 CHAIR HOKAMA: Okay. Thank you. Mr. Nishiki. 

23 COUNCILMEMBER NISHIKI: Yeah, and -- not to debate Alice, 

24 

25 

but we've been waiting for this to occur and I'm 

glad that Mr. Kane brought it out today only because 
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1 it's important. Look where it is, Mr. Chairman; and 

2 if there is -- once we pave this over with grass or 

3 even a parking lot, I think that policy, Alice 

4 we'll wait for you to discuss it in more depth with 

5 us, and this isn't the time. You've got your 

6 comments to tell us; but I think all of us will look 

7 at this question that we have and make sure, 

8 Mr. Chairman, as we said, that we don't put anything 

9 on it until we've got it clear. 

10 CHAIR HOKAMA: Right. 

11 COUNCILMEMBER NISHIKI: Okay? And I just want to make 

12 that real clear. 

13 CHAIR HOKAMA: And, Mr. Nishiki, your point --

14 COUNCILMEMBER NISHIKI: I don't --

15 CHAIR HOKAMA: -- is well taken; and just so that we are 

16 all aware, there currently is a structure within the 

17 sliver. It is called Building C as part of your 

18 submittal. 

19 COUNCILMEMBER NISHIKI: Yeah. 

20 CHAIR HOKAMA: Okay. So, there's already something on 

21 that questionable sliver of land that we all would 

22 like to reach a friendly resolution to. So, I thank 

23 you for your comments on that. 

24 COUNCILMEMBER NISHIKI: And 

25 COUNCILMEMBER KANE: Mr. Chair -- oh, I'm sorry. 
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1 COUNCILMEMBER NISHIKI: Yeah, I just want to say 
2 something, okay, just because there are -- you're 
3 all here today. 

4 CHAIR HOKAMA: Okay. Address me, please. 
5 COUNCILMEMBER NISHIKI: Please do not take this as 
6 something that this Council is trying to stop. I 
7 think we've had our hands open all this time; but 
8 we've got concerns, Mr. Chairman, over something 
9 like this. It's like taking something that's not 

10 ours, and that's always been some of our 
11 contentions -- mine. I don't like to take something 
12 that's not mine. 

13 CHAIR HOKAMA: It has been the Council's contention, 
14 Mr. Nishiki. 

15 COUNCILMEMBER NISHIKI: Okay? And so, we have no right to 
16 go put buildings on or anything else until it's 
17 done; and I hope we can work with this 
18 Administration to deal with this. 
19 CHAIR HOKAMA: And we will move forward on that. 
20 COUNCILMEMBER NISHIKI: Okay? And then and that's all. 
21 Yeah, I may be a little huhu now because of what I 
22 see there; but I'll move on. 
23 CHAIR HOKAMA: Thank you, Mr. Nishiki. We're all 
24 

25 

concerned about that sliver. 

Okay. Any further questions to Mr. Wong, 
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1 Mr. Mitsunaga, Ms. Lee --

2 COUNCILMEMBER KANE: Mr. Chair? 

3 CHAIR HOKAMA: -- or Ms. Yoshimura? Yes, Mr. Kane. 

4 COUNCILMEMBER KANE: Just a closing comment just so I can 

5 put this issue to rest as well --

6 CHAIR HOKAMA: Sure. 

7 COUNCILMEMBER KANE: regarding this sliver. 

8 CHAIR HOKAMA: Proceed. 

9 COUNCILMEMBER KANE: And, again, it's just the basic 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

recollection of the representations that were made 

at previous meetings that there would be nothing in 

this area; and now we have something that is showing 

something. 

The difference between what you pointed out, 

Mr. Chair, regarding Building C is apparently that 

there wasn't that issue of -- of unclear title when 

this building was put there. It is now an issue 

that we are aware of; and, yet, we are now -- then 

knowing that, we are putting something there in a 

plan and there's a difference. 

Whether they knew it or not back then, we 

don't know that they knew it and they put the 

building there. Now, we're putting something 

knowing that there's unclear title. So, there is a 

difference. 
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1 I concur that there are issues that need to 

2 be resolved, and I think -- I think we'll be 

3 awaiting Ms. Lee's -- and I apologize because I got 

4 the impression that Ms. Lee is stating that there's 

5 something there in Committee of the Whole now that 

6 we can already act upon this. And if that's what 

7 she's suggesting, then, please, if she can make that 

8 clarification or, in fact, we're just waiting for a 

9 recommendation from her so we can go ahead and 

10 respond to this particular issue; but if we can get 

11 clarification from the Director. 

12 CHAIR HOKAMA: Okay. Thank you. 

13 COUNCILMEMBER KANE: Thank you. 

14 CHAIR HOKAMA: Ms. Lee, do you have are you aware of a 

15 agenda item already in Committee of the Whole? 

16 MS. LEE: To my knowledge, this matter is still pending in 

17 the Committee of the Whole; and so, I was planning 

18 to do a direct referral to your Committee regarding 

19 the resolution for a friendly condemnation. 

20 COUNCILMEMBER KANE: Thank you. 

21 CHAIR HOKAMA: Okay. Thank you very much, Ms. Lee. 

22 

23 

24 

25 

Then, Mr. Mitsunaga, as project manager 

working with Mr. Wong, I would ask that you would 

consider the comments provided by the members of the 

Committee this afternoon, that in the area of the 
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1 questionable title or the sliver of land on the 

2 northwest corner of the property site, that in the 

3 meantime, you move forward into something more, I 

4 would say, temporary, whether it be just a grassing 

5 of the property and so that, once resolved, we can 

6 move to something more permanent as far as 

7 improvements is concerned. 

8 Mr. Nishiki? 

9 COUNCILMEMBER NISHIKI: Yeah. I just want something for 

10 the record. Mr. Mitsunaga, were you told that there 

11 was a questionable part of a sliver here in which we 

12 understood from even the seniors and how we were 

13 going to put the building on that, until this issue 

14 was cleared, nothing would be put there? I mean, we 

15 talked about this; and we discussed this. Were you 

16 told about this situation 

17 MR. MITSUNAGA: Yes, I 

18 COUNCILMEMBER NISHIKI: there was no clear title? 

19 MR. MITSUNAGA: Yeah, we're aware that there was a 

20 situation there; and that 

21 COUNCILMEMBER NISHIKI: Okay. 

22 MR. MITSUNAGA: -- you know, from our standpoint that no 

23 permanent structure or building would be, you know, 

24 placed in that piece of land, yeah. 

25 COUNCILMEMBER NISHIKI: Okay. Thank you very much. 
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1 CHAIR HOKAMA: Okay. Any further questions by the members 

2 for our resource people here this afternoon? Okay. 

3 If not, I'll -- yes, Ms. Tavares? 

4 COUNCILMEMBER TAVARES: Just something really minor. I 

5 notice in the plan, the layout on Page 8, that you 

6 have the -- it's the position of the women's and the 

7 men's restrooms. 

8 ?: Oh, yes. 

9 COUNCILMEMBER TAVARES: And I would reverse those two 

10 positions and put the women's restroom closer to the 

11 kitchen and -- instead of farther away; but I don't 

12 know if you've talked about that at all or not and 

13 whether the seniors had any desire because it always 

14 seemed to me that there was more -- there were more 

15 men -- women at the senior functions than men. And 

16 usually the kitchen people -- let's face it are 

17 usually women who do the serving and stuff; and 

18 maybe we should, you know, flip-flop those two 

19 restrooms. 

20 MR. MITSUNAGA: That was a -- that was a recommendation by 

21 the seniors to relocate the restrooms. Originally 

22 it was placed the way you had recommended. 

23 COUNCILMEMBER TAVARES: Oh, yeah? 

24 MR. MITSUNAGA: But the seniors wanted it closer because 

25 of the -- when they perform, that way, the ladies 

RALPH ROSENBERG COURT REPORTERS, INC. 
(808) 524-2090 



BF 3/12/02 51 

1 have opportunity to utilize the restroom as --

2 changing room as well as the interior storage space 

3 where they're changing. 

4 COUNCILMEMBER TAVARES: Oh, for a dressing room? 

5 MR. MITSUNAGA: Yeah. 

6 COUNCILMEMBER TAVARES: Oh, okay. Okay. Thank you. 

7 CHAIR HOKAMA: Okay. Members, anything else? Mr. Kane? 

8 COUNCILMEMBER KANE: Yeah, just along that point, I'm 

9 trying to see if there's an -- okay. I see it. 

10 Thank you. Dressing room to the bathroom, there is 

11 an entrance from inside the -- okay. Thank you. 

12 CHAIR HOKAMA: Okay. Any further questions regarding the 

13 proposal before you this afternoon, members? I will 

14 give you this opportunity if you need any more time. 

15 Are you ready for the Chair's recommendation? 

16 COUNCIL MEMBERS: Yes. 

17 CHAIR HOKAMA: Okay. It is the Chair's recommendation, 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

one, that we send to Council for first reading a 

bill for an ordinance amending Fiscal Year 2002 

budget for the County of Maui as it pertains to the 

estimated revenues and capital improvement project 

appropriations for the West Maui community plan 

pro -- district. Two, we send a bill for an 

ordinance to Council amending the Fiscal Year 2002 

capital program to show the increase in our fiscal 
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1 year's West Maui district by $1.4 million for the 

2 West Maui Senior Center and a revised bill and 

3 ordinance to amend Ordinance No. 2965, Bill No. 43 

4 of 2001 as amended relating to the issuance of GO 

5 bonds on the County of Maui. 

6 COUNCILMEMBER JOHNSON: So moved. 

7 COUNCILMEMBER MOLINA: Second. 

8 CHAIR HOKAMA: I have a motion by Ms. Johnson, seconded by 

9 Mr. Molina regarding the three proposed ordinances. 

10 Discussion. Ms. Johnson, any comments? 

11 COUNCILMEMBER JOHNSON: No, I just want to thank the 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

seniors for all of their efforts and for all the 

things that they continue to do for everybody here 

in Maui CountYi and for me, I just probably will be 

there one day soon enjoying things right along with 

them. And I know that they have earned it and I 

know that they'll work really hard to help maintain 

it and keep those costs down because they're very, 

very frugal and they also are great at fund-raising. 

So, I'm just very pleased that the other 

members have fully supported the seniors of West 

Mauii and I thank Kalani and thank the architect and 

everybody who had a hand in this. So, I think it's 

a long time coming; and we'll just be happy when 

this gets passed by the full Council. 
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1 CHAIR HOKAMA: Okay. Thank you. Any further discussion? 

2 Mr. Molina? 

3 COUNCILMEMBER MOLINA: Yeah, thank you, Mr. Chair. I'd 

4 like to thank everyone involved in putting together 

5 this senior center. Now, it looks really good with 

6 the plans that Mr. Mitsunaga has put together and, 

7 also, Mr. Wong for your efforts and that you can 

8 also, I guess, later on open it up for -- if 

9 possible, maybe other groups can -- look into having 

10 other groups that could possibly make use of this 

11 facility and for Mr. Mitsunaga to consider other 

12 additional ways to get Hawaiian architecture into 

13 this. Thank you, Chair. 

14 CHAIR HOKAMA: Okay. Any further comments or --

15 Mr. Nishiki? 

16 COUNCILMEMBER NISHIKI: Yeah. Kalani, I didn't mention 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

this; and I had it scribbled down. I don't know how 

much water usage is going to be in there; but I 

presume whatever we can do to save on heating bills, 

that you include solar energy in this entire 

project. 

The other has to be -- the question was asked 

about air-conditioning. You know, air-conditioning 

is nice and it will probably be in there; but I 

think you need to landscape and put in trees around 
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1 these areas so that we can use the shade so that we 

2 don't use so much electricity, so, if you could look 

3 at that also. Thank you. 

4 CHAIR HOKAMA: Okay. Thank you. Anyone else? 

5 If not, the Chair is closing comments before 

6 the vote is that -- once I agree, Mr. Wong, if you 

7 could contact Mr. Kal Kobayashi, our energy 

8 coordinator, to maybe hear suggestions on addressing 

9 Mr. Nishiki's concern. I think Ms. Tavares has 

10 always been the one who has pointed out areas of 

11 energy conservation and water conservation that 

12 would be a good example to the rest of the community 

13 when we can incorporate it in our projects. 

14 Two, before the vote -- and I should have 

15 asked this earlier and my apologies -- what -- are 

16 you aware of what will is it going to be any 

17 reduction in use of the current Lahaina Civic Center 

18 space that is being used by the seniors now when 

19 this project is completed? 

20 MR. WONG: Yes. They will be relocating the lunch site 

21 program over to the West Maui Senior Center as well 

22 as some of the class time. So, that will free up 

23 for the public the Lahaina Civic Center. 

24 CHAIR HOKAMA: The -- all of it -- all of the -- the 

25 general use. There would nothing -- there will be 
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1 no remaining program at Lahaina Civic? Everything 

2 will be transferred to the new site? 

3 MR. WONG: That's correct. 

4 CHAIR HOKAMA: Okay. Thank you. Okay. Members, for your 

5 information, I hope that you find it useful. 

6 If not, are you ready for the vote? 

7 COUNCILMEMBER NISHIKI: Mr. Chair? Mr. Chair? 

8 CHAIR HOKAMA: Mr. Nishiki? 

9 COUNCILMEMBER NISHIKI: Yeah. The other -- I think Mike 

10 mentioned, and I think all of us had the same 

11 concern. You know, it is very expensive to go 

12 outside County facilities and try to rent facilities 

13 for weddings and birthday parties. When you go to a 

14 hotel, you pay an arm and a leg. 

15 So, Kalani, I would hope that this center 

16 here, being that it is all taxpayers that are paying 

17 for this, not only the seniors but everyone of us, 

18 that you will look at the area that is going to be 

19 where Dain pointed out for functions to occur, that 

20 the community of West Maui and others can use this 

21 for birthday parties or weddings or whatever. I 

22 think we need to make use of County facilities, and 

23 I know that a lot of times that West Maui center is 

24 not enough. Thank you. 

25 CHAIR HOKAMA: Okay. Thank you. Okay. Members, if 
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1 you're ready for the vote, the Chair will call for 

2 the vote. All in favor say "aye." 

3 COUNCIL MEMBERS: Aye. 

4 CHAIR HOKAMA: Opposed say "no." Motion is carried. 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

Thank you very much. 

VOTE: AYES: 

NOES: 
EXC. : 

ABSENT: 
ABSTAIN: 

Councilmembers Johnson, Kane, Molina, 
Nishiki, Tavares, and Chair Hokama. 
None. 
Councilmembers Arakawa, Carroll, and 
Kawano. 
None. 
None. 

11 MOTION CARRIED. 

12 

13 

14 

ACTION: FIRST READING of proposed bills, FIRST 
READING of revised proposed bill, and 
FILING of communication. 

15 CHAIR HOKAMA: Mr. Wong, when is the anticipated date of 

16 completion for this project? 

17 MR. WONG: We are looking at possibly January of 2004. 

18 CHAIR HOKAMA: Okay. Members, we will look forward to 

19 January, 2004. 

20 We thank you for your time. Thank you very 

21 much 

22 MR. WONG: Thank you, Mr. Chair. Thank you, Committee. 

23 CHAIR HOKAMA: -- people of the West Maui senior community 
24 

25 

for attending, and you're also invited to stay if 

you would like to hear anything regarding the West 
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1 Maui Heritage Foundation. 

2 MR. WONG: Thanks. 

3 CHAIR HOKAMA: Thank you. 

4 COUNCILMEMBER TAVARES: Take a break? 

5 CHAIR HOKAMA: Okay. By request, five-minute recess. 

6 (Gavel. ) 

7 RECESS: 2:40 p.m. 

8 RECONVENE: 2 :48 p.m. 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

CHAIR HOKAMA: (Gavel.) The Council's Committee on Budget 

and Finance will reconvene. 

BF-53 WEST MAUI HERITAGE FOUNDATION'S PLANS TO IMPROVE AND ENHANCE PROPERTY NEAR MALU ULU OLELE PARK 
(C.C. No. 02-42) 

14 CHAIR HOKAMA: Members, we have a second item onto this 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

afternoon's agenda. It is Item No. 53, West Maui 

Heritage Foundation's plan to improve and enhance 

property near Malu Ulu Olele Park in Lahaina. 

At this time we do have a -- we also have 

Mr. Wes Lo, Director of Finance, present to assist 

us in our review of this request this afternoon, as 

well as we've had some people wishing to testify and 

share their thoughts with us this afternoon. 

So, first, we'll ask Mr. McKenney if you 

are you the one that would like to speak first or 

Mr. Malcolm would like to speak first? I'll allow 
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1 you gentlemen to make a decision. 

2 .BEGIN PUBLIC TESTIMONY. 

3 CHAIR HOKAMA: Okay. Members, this is Mr. Peter McKenney, 

4 who is the West Maui Heritage Foundation President. 

5 Good afternoon, Peter. 

6 MR. McKENNEY: Good afternoon. I guess that's my 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

introduction. Thank you very much for letting me 

come today. We're -- we have a good plan that we 

presented to a very vexing problem. We've worked 

very hard on it. It's been presented to you. There 

are concerns about our plan that have frankly 

surprised us, and we feel -- realize that these need 

to be dealt with. We're part of a community, and 

it's very important that our community all work 

together on this and support whatever plan is 

decided upon. 

And it's not for me to suggest anything; but 

I -- if somebody -- if this matter should be 

deferred, I -- this is not something that's probably 

a good idea, in our view. Although, it is your 

judgment. 

I would say that there are items of our plan 

or aspects of our plan that need to be worked out, 

and there are also aspects of it that need to be 

held together. And I'm particularly concerned about 
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1 our Foundation's support, and I'm particularly 

2 concerned that we can live up to our contract with 

3 JDI or our agreement with JDI so that they do not go 

4 ahead with their development. 

5 Dissension in the community would go a long 

6 way toward defeating our plan. It's necessary that 

7 everybody be together; and perhaps, if there is a 

8 deferral, we could answer the concerns and suggest 

9 any -- consider any other proposals that any other 

10 organization would care to make. 

11 That's all I have. Thank you very much. 

12 CHAIR HOKAMA: Okay. Mr. Malcolm, are you going to be 

13 speaking also or --

14 MR. MALCOLM: I think he said everything that needs to be 

15 said. 

16 CHAIR HOKAMA: Okay. Well, Mr. McKenney, hold on one 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

second then. Before I open up to the members, just 

so that I'm clear as the Chair of their Committee, I 

understand your comments this afternoon, for one, 

that you're going to be requesting us to consider a 

deferral of this item is what I got from your 

thoughts this afternoon. Second, my thoughts -- or 

my understanding is that you would like to continue 

working with the other groups in West Maui; and I 

see various representative of various groups of West 

RALPH ROSENBERG COURT REPORTERS, INC. 
(808) 524-2090 



BF 3/12/02 60 

1 Maui here this afternoon. 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

So, as some of them have used, you need to be 

pono about this; and we will -- I will respect that 

request for allow all the parties to work together 

because, again, the best way to lose an opportunity 

is for you folks to have dissension and no consensus 

in what we are trying to accomplish as a uniform 

group of people concerned about West Maui. 

I do need for you to please make it clear to 

all concerned, whether it be West Maui Town Action 

Committee or Friends of Moku'ula, whoever they be, 

that there's more than -- there's a -- this is a 

multi-part proposal you're presenting to Councilor 

this Committee. One is the purchase of a property; 

and the second part, as we understand it, is your 

plan of how to improve certain drainage or water 

flow conditions on the mauka lands above the 

highway. Okay. So, there's two things involved. 

Okay. And so -- and I hope you can make it 

clear what is the tie-in to both and, if only one 

portion can go forward, which is the purchase of the 

property, that you need to come back and report to 

this Committee your findings as well as we would 

hope that other interested people will come and 

share their thoughts with us, whether it's a good 
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1 plan or not because you're asking for the County to 

2 ante up quite a bit of resources or property to 

3 secure this project. 

4 So, do am I basically clear in our 

5 understanding of what you shared this afternoon? 

6 MR. McKENNEY: I understand that, and I just wanted to 

7 reiterate my comment that we can't spend too long 

8 doing this or this opportunity will go away. 

9 CHAIR HOKAMA: We understand that, Mr. McKenney. 

10 MR. McKENNEY: And we're open -- would love to meet with 

11 people that are interested in this; and hopefully we 

12 can all move forward quickly because if you don't, 

13 then our plan won't work. And this is our concern. 

14 It's not that we have the only plan. There are 

15 other ways of accomplishing this buyout, but this 

16 particular plan is -- time is very important. 

17 CHAIR HOKAMA: Okay. We understand that by a -- granting 

18 a deferral, the clock does not stop ticking. We 

19 understand that. 

20 Okay. Members, any questions for 

21 Mr. McKenney and as it regard to this particular 

22 request this afternoon? Mr. Kane. 

23 COUNCILMEMBER KANE: Can you be clear in telling us when 

24 

25 

the agreement for -- between your group and JDI 

ends? What kind of time frame have they offered or 
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1 when does this window of opportunity for your plan 

2 to work end? 

3 MR. McKENNEY: Well, I -- I would say it's already in 

4 jeopardy because we're two weeks behind. This will 

5 require the cooperation of JDI. We figured if -- if 

6 we could get Council approval within these two-week 

7 periods that go into full Council for first reading, 

8 that perhaps some of these concerns could be 

9 addressed at that time. 

10 We're still waiting for a couple of things to 

11 make our plan feasible so that we can answer 

12 questions that we've been asked by Friends of 

13 Moku'ula. They're good questions; but until we have 

14 the capital costs, then and the parking plan 

15 which we submitted to them -- we received it late 

16 Friday -- then we can't be real specific as to how 

17 the property will work. 

18 But to answer your question, we already need 

19 JDI's approval of a little different funding. So 

20 far, it's not too bad -- a little different timing, 

21 rather. So far, it's not too bad. 

22 COUNCILMEMBER KANE: I can sense your frustration, and I 

23 

24 

25 

think -- I think -- I'm not going to speak for 

anybody else. I can sense your frustration with 

this; but do you understand that in order for us to 
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function the way we're supposed to, that we need to 

make sure that things are done with inclusiveness 

and not just moving forward because of the sense of 

urgency that is being created? 

And let me be clear. It seems as though your 

frustration is almost -- and I've discussed this 

with you, and you've made it you've made your 

opinion very strong that I took from you that --

that you would be disappointed if this body were not 

willing to support you with what you were presenting 

to us. 

And I think my response would be, well, we're 

doing our job to make sure that what you're doing 

is -- is in harmony with what other people who have 

stakes in this as well -- also how they are impacted 

by this. 

And I'm just -- and I just hope you're not 

trying to say that your idea is the idea; and if we 

can't do our idea, then, you know, it's the 

Council's fault for not acting in a timely manner 

because it seems like our timeliness is based on the 

impacts of other groups. And right now, the other 

groups have questions that I think you acknowledged 

are legitimate concerns and need to be addressed; 

and there needs to be a way to get that information 
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1 back so you folks can address those issues. 

2 MR. McKENNEY: I understand the need for a delay, and 

3 that's why we've -- we're 

4 COUNCILMEMBER KANE: Okay. 

5 MR. McKENNEY: -- in a way requesting. I don't know if 

6 it's even ours to request, but it's something that 

7 I've said at the outset that we feel that community 

8 unity is absolutely must. I don't want anything 

9 railroaded because we'll have to deal with the rest 

10 of the community and ask for their support. If 

11 there are hard feelings, it won't happen --

12 COUNCILMEMBER KANE: Uh-huh. 

13 MR. McKENNEY: no matter what you pass. I just -- you 

14 know, we're going to fight all the way down; and 

15 that's not right. 

16 COUNCILMEMBER KANE: Yeah. And I apologize. I'm not 

17 communicating what my point is, and I apologize for 

18 that. It's just that with my meeting with you, 

19 Mr. McKenney, and speaking with you, I got the 

20 impression from you that this was a -- the sense of 

21 urgency that you portrayed to me was such that we 

22 would be irresponsible if we didn't move forward 

23 with this. 

24 MR. McKENNEY: I hope those weren't my words. 

25 (Inaudible) . 
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1 COUNCILMEMBER KANE: No, it was a -- it was a perception 

2 that I got from you --

3 MR. McKENNEY: Yeah. 

4 COUNCILMEMBER KANE: -- and so, I just wanted to make 

5 sure --

6 MR. McKENNEY: That wasn't my message --

7 COUNCILMEMBER KANE: Okay. 

8 MR. McKENNEY: -- not at all. 

9 COUNCILMEMBER KANE: And I just wanted to clarify that. 

10 MR. McKENNEY: No. 

11 COUNCILMEMBER KANE: Thank you. 

12 MR. McKENNEY: There's no way. 

13 COUNCILMEMBER KANE: Okay. Thanks. 

14 CHAIR HOKAMA: Okay. Thank you. 

15 Again, this is a project that has merits. We 

16 would hope that the community would work together. 

17 This is not about ego and who can take credit for 

18 what. It is about what is the best to be done for 

19 this particular site and the people of West Maui. 

20 Okay. Any further comments for Mr. McKenney? 

21 Seeing none, I also have -- Mr. Malcolm, you are --

22 do you plant to present testimony? If not, I will 

23 skip and go to the next person. 

24 MR. MALCOLM: I would just like to say this (inaudible). 

25 CHAIR HOKAMA: Okay. If you could please come to the 
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1 podium. 

2 Okay. Members, the Chair is cognizant of the 

3 time. And so, we'll be doing some fast shifting 

4 gears; but I will allow Mr. Malcolm to give his 

5 comments first. 

6 MR. MALCOLM: Mr. Chairman, members of the Council, I just 

7 wanted to support what Peter McKenney just stated. 

8 One of the things obviously in a project like this 

9 is that you run into a number of complications in 

10 the wording even to such places as a parking lot 

11 that we might work with and there's some questions 

12 that we have that need to be resolved and we think 

13 those will be resolved, too. 

14 So, our request to have a postponement was to 

15 fill out our business plan to a little greater 

16 detail because there were -- are some questions 

17 relative to that. Thank you. 

18 CHAIR HOKAMA: Thank you. Any questions for Mr. Malcolm? 

19 Seeing none, thank you very much. 

20 I have one more person who is from the 

21 Friends of Moku'ula. Anthony and, I'm sorry, 

22 I -- I'm having a hard time with your last name 

23 but --

24 ?: Akoni. 

25 CHAIR HOKAMA: Akoni. Well, see, I'm not used to Anthony. 
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1 So, Akoni Akana, if you please come and -- sorry, 

2 Anthony. 

3 ?: It's the handwriting. 

4 CHAIR HOKAMA: That's okay. 

5 MR. AKANA: I was supposed to be a doctor. That's why I 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

write like that. 

Anyway, thank you. I'm Akoni Akana with 

Friends of Moku'ula. We did submit a letter. I 

just wanted to reiterate certain portions of the 

letter. 

As Mr. McKenney had said, that there were 

questions that they needed to answer for the Friends 

of Moku'ula. Actually, it wasn't the Friends of 

Moku'ula; and we do want to let the Council know 

that we have been working very diligently together 

and not with any dissension except amongst some 

questions that we've had amongst the groups. 

And if you look at our letter, it says the 

people that were involved in the meetings were 

Lahaina Town Action Committee, Na Kupuna 0 Maui, 

Kuleana Ku'ikahi LLC, West Maui Taxpayers, as well 

as the West Maui Heritage Foundation and the Friends 

of Moku'ula. So, it's not only the Friends of 

Moku'ula questions that were unanswered. So, I just 

want to clear that up. It was a variety of 
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1 questions that had come up and issues. 

2 And what the Friends of Moku'ula stand 

3 basically is that the -- after the meetings we've 

4 had -- Friends of Moku'ula asked Mr. McKenney to 

5 resolve its issues with Lahaina Town Action 

6 Committee and the concerns of the Kuleana Ku'ikahi 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

LLC and, when that was resolved, that we, the 

Friends of Moku'ula, would avail their board to meet 

with Mr. McKenney to make a decision. 

So, we're actually trying to -- and have been 

the glue of keeping our community together and 

really trying to open up communication with 

Mr. McKenney and West Maui Foundation. 

As Mr. Nishiki had said in the last meeting, 

his comment was -- to Mr. McKenney was, please, 

continue and start opening up communication and 

meetings with the groups. And we have done that, 

Mr. Nishiki, just to let you know; and we're 

continuing to do that. And we strive -- we're 

striving to work all out -- work out all the 

details. 

So, I want to thank you for that; and you 

know that for us, as we say in the last line of our 

letter, we thank you for understanding our position 

in all of this and, as you know, the decisions we 
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1 make today are not for us but for the many 

2 generations to come. So, mahalo. 

3 CHAIR HOKAMA: Thank you. Any questions for Mr. Akana 

4 this afternoon? Seeing none, thank you very much, 

5 Akoni. 

6 MR. AKANA: Thank you. 

7 CHAIR HOKAMA: We appreciate your participation. 

8 . .. END OF PUBLIC TESTIMONY ... 

9 CHAIR HOKAMA: Members, we also have one letter that was 

10 sent to us from a Donna Willard, Hui 0 Kameahou. I 

11 would ask that you -- we allow this as part of the 

12 written testimony. Any objections? 

13 COUNCIL MEMBERS VOICED NO OBJECTIONS. (RH, JJ, DK, MM, WN, 

14 CT) 

15 CHAIR HOKAMA: Okay. Seeing none, so ordered. 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

Members, I think the Chair's recommendation 

is to have a re -- deferral on this item, allow 

those interested groups and Mr. McKenney and his 

people to continue discussion on this important 

issue. 

One item from the Chair is that I will be 

asking Mr. Lo, as the Director of Finance, to review 

possible options for this Committee to also consider 

regarding this topic -- subject topic and to present 

at an appropriate time whether we -- what we can 
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1 consider as far as even including the possibility of 

2 the County being the purchaser of the property. And 

3 whether or not that works or not, Mr. Lo is going to 

4 need to pencil it out and prove his case to us; but 

5 that will be a request from this Committee to 

6 Mr. Lo. Okay. Members? Yes, Mr. Kane. 

7 COUNCILMEMBER KANE: Thank you, Mr. Chair. Is it your 

8 intention that when we do have hopefully a resolve 

9 with the group -- the various groups or entities, 

10 that you'll consider taking this back up -- knowing 

11 that we have our full schedule regarding the budget, 

12 will you be taking this up as a time-sensitive 

13 matter? 

14 CHAIR HOKAMA: The Chair has, from the start of this 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

referral, given it the attention I believe it has 

deserved. I've this is the second meeting I've 

scheduled in as many weeks, members. I cannot ex --

any other way show how I'm willing to work with all 

of you, including the interested people, of bringing 

this back to calendar. 

So, again -- and the Chair will continue to 

make his wishes known to the property owner, JDI, 

and that ownership -- that we would continue to ask 

for their cooperation and allow us some time to work 

it out and hopefully we'll come out to a very mutual 
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1 and acceptable proposal. 

2 So, we will continue to do our part; and 

3 we're going to ask Mr. McKenney and all of you who 

4 have come to show your interest and your mana'o 

5 to -- again, we want to be pono about this. So, let 

6 us work together because, as Akoni said, this is not 

7 for us. It is for our future. 

8 Okay. Any objections to deferral? 

9 COUNCIL MEMBERS VOICED NO OBJECTIONS. (RB, JJ, DK, MM, WN, 

10 CT) . 

11 CHAIR HOKAMA: Seeing none, this item is deferred; and 

12 this portion of the agenda is adjourned. 

13 

14 ACTION: DEFER pending further discussion. 

15 

16 ADJOURN: 3:08 p.m. 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

RALPH ROSENBERG COURT REPORTERS, INC. 
(808) 524-2090 

(Gavel. ) 



BF 3/12/02 72 

1 C E R T I F I CAT E 

2 STATE OF HAWAII 

3 SS. 

4 CITY AND COUNTY OF MAUl 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

I, Sharon L. Ross, Certified Shorthand 

Reporter for the State of Hawaii, hereby certify 

that the proceedings were taken down by me in 

machine shorthand and was thereafter reduced to 

typewritten form under my supervision; that the 

foregoing represents to the best of my ability, a 

true and correct transcript of the proceedings had 

in the foregoing matter. 

I further certify that I am not attorney for 

any of the parties hereto, nor in any way concerned 

with the cause. 
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